LECTURE VI.
Some Notes on the History of Buddhism.

ANY presentation of Buddhism would be very
imperfect without at least an attempt to
sketch the most instructive and suggestive history
of the curious developments which, during its long
career, it has, in different times and places, under-
gone. This history is especially interesting from a
comparative point of view. Buddhism starts with a
complete philosophical and psychological theory
worked out by men of great intellectual power and
considerable culture. It took its rise among an ad-
vancing and conquering people full of pride in their
colour and their race, in their achievements and
their progress. It advocated a view in many re-
spects far in advance of what had been reached and,
for the matter of that, of what has even now been
reached by the average philosophic and religious
mind. It made its first conquests in a great conti-
nent occupied by peoples of various races and hold-
ing widely different views ; their leaders often, it is
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